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Archives 
 
Textfiles archive  
This is the largest archive of BBS textfiles. It contains materials that date back to the early 1980s, 
albeit not easily searchable or sorted. These are almost all distinct textfiles rather than back-and-
forth conversations. 
 
The Thing BBS archive 
This is a beautifully designed archive of one particular BBS: The Thing, which was active in New 
York City and focused on art. It preserves early 1990s conversations. By clicking first on one of the 
boards and then on one of the message threads, it becomes possible to follow the iterative 
conversations on the BBS. Media scholar Lori Emerson has written about the archive here. 
 
ASCII art archive  
ASCII art, which consists of drawings made from typographic characters, was a staple on BBSs. The 
archive’s FAQ indicates that it draws from a 1990s Usenet newsgroup for ASCII hobbyists. 
Browsing around the categories offers an overview of the type of art shared on BBSs. 
 
ASCIPR0N archive  
This mysterious archive gathers hundreds of pornographic ASCII artworks. It is unclear whether 
this is a personal collection or a group project. ASCII porn was popular on BBSs. 
 
FidoNet messages archive  
FidoNet, which reached peak popularity in the mid 1990s, made it possible for local BBSs to link up 
and forward files. This archive preserves messages shared to two BBSs – ExecPC BBS, which 
started in Wisconsin and became one of the world’s most popular BBSs, and Starfleet HQ, a BBS 
focused on Atari games – between 1993 to 1999.  
 
FidoNews  
FidoNews was a newsletter for FidoNet sysops and users, distributed by FidoNet inventor Tom 
Jennings. This partial archive focuses on the 1984-1998 period; it gives an overview of the issues 
that occupied FidoNet users, from privacy concerns to popular culture. Note that .nws files can be 
read through an online file converter. 
 
BBS software archives  
This archive grew out of PC Micro BBS, which gathered utility software for BBS users and sysops. 
The archive largely focuses on 1990s software, but it also contains artworks and “how to” guides. 
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Miscellaneous  
 
Documentary 
A hobbyist’s delight, this freely accessible documentary aims to capture the BBS era. 
 
Essay 
This article considers how BBSs were abandoned. What does it mean to see a social network as a 
ruin?  
 
Magazines 
BBSing was a hobby, and hobbyists subscribed to magazines. One way to get a sense of the culture 
is to browse through these publications. 
 
Contemporary 
There are still people interested in BBSing today. Many of them gather on Reddit to share 
experiences and advertise their boards. For a particularly cool – and browser-accessible – example, 
see A New Session.   
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